parts with intent to slay the child; or does any un-
natural sin whereby man or woman spill his or her
fluid in such manner or in such place as a child
cannot be conceived; or if a woman, having con-
ceived, so hurt herself that she slays her child, it is
homicide. What do we say of women that murder
their children for dread of worldly shame? Certainly,
such a one is called a horrible homicide. Homicide
it is, also, if a man approach a woman by desire of
lechery, through the accomplishing of which her
child is killed in the womb, or strike a woman know-
ingly in such manner that she is caused to miscarry
and lose her child. All these constitute homicide and
are horrible mortal sins. Besides, there come from
anger many more sins, as well of word as of thought
and of deed; as that of accusing God of, or blaming
God for, a thing of which a man is himself guilty;
or despising God and all His saints, as do wicked
gamblers in divers countries. They do this cursed sin
when they feel in their heart a great wickedness
toward God and His saints. Also, they do it when
they treat irreverently the sacraments of the altar,
and then the sin is so great that scarcely may it be
forgiven, save that the mercy of God passes all His
works; it is so great and He is so benign. Then
comes of anger, venomous anger; when a man is
sharply admonished after confession to forgo his sin,
then will he be angry and will answer scornfully and
angrily, and will defend or excuse his sin as the result
of the weakness of his flesh; or else he did it to keep
the good will of his fellows, or else, he'll say, the
Fiend enticed him; or else he did it because of his
youth, or else his temperament is so mettled that he
could not forbear; or else it was his destiny, as he
says, until a certain age; or else, he says, it comes to
him out of the breeding of his ancestors; and such-
like things. All this kind of folk so wrap themselves
in their sins that they will not deliver themselves*
For truly, no man that excuses himself for his sin
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